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GODDARD SPACE FLIGHT CENTER


Health Physics Office/Code 205.9


RPO INFORMATION NOTICE 00-02

PURCHASING, RECEIPT AND SHIPMENT 


OF RADIATION PRODUCING MATERIALS AND DEVICES

ADDRESSEES:
All GSFC authorized custodians of Radioactive Materials (RAM), custodians of x-ray producing equipment, and non-ionizing radiation source custodians requiring Radiation Protection services.

PURPOSE:
This information notice is being provided to custodians of licensed by-product material, custodians of x-ray generating devices and non-ionizing radiation source custodians.  It is being distributed to inform them of the requirement to notify the GSFC Radiation Protection Officer prior to the purchase, receipt or shipment of radiation producing materials or devices.

DISCUSSION:
In the course of a regulatory inspection of a major university, the inspectors cited them for an infraction on the basis of a package of radioactive materials having been improperly received.  One corrective action required by the regulators was to ensure that all approved users and custodians understand and follow rules and policies that are designed to protect health and safety. 

As a Nuclear Regulatory Commission licensee we must comply with the Code of Federal Regulations governing the receipt of radioactive materials.  This regulation requires that packages containing radioactive materials be surveyed for contamination upon receipt (with actions specified for cases where irregularities occur), and that we have and maintain procedures for safely opening packages in which radioactive material is received.  We also must assure that these procedures are followed and that due consideration is given to instructions for the type of package being opened and the monitoring of potentially contaminated packaging material.

To meet this requirement Goddard Space Flight Center requires all radioactive material packages being received at our facilities be inspected by the radiation protection staff according to established Work Instructions. 

Violations of regulatory requirements can result in restrictions being placed on GSFC’s ability to use sources of radiation in the future.  As such, we can not afford to have mistakes jeopardize our program.   Appropriate training or briefing of all occupational workers and of clerical personnel involved in the ordering process is the responsibility of management and custodians of radioactive materials.  

Prior to ordering radiation producing materials or devices, please contact the GSFC Radiation Protection Officer for delivery information required on the purchase request.

If you have any questions about this matter, please call the RPO Office at 301-286-8482.

Steve Giebel 
                    8/14/00

GSFC Radiation Protection Officer
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