Chemical Related Incidents

Incident Details:  

November 16, 2002 – An employee was exposed to chemical vapors and was taken in a personal vehicle to a hospital. The employee smelled fumes coming from a chemical cabinet and opened the cabinet and found approximately three inches of fluid on the bottom. The employee ventilated the area and proceeded to clean up the chemical. The employee started to have respiratory problems and a co-worker took him to a hospital emergency room and he was released. 

Chemicals involved:
Loctite Heavy Duty Rubberized Undercoating 
Lacquer Thinner 
BTC 
Metal Prep 

November 22, 2002 - There was a spill from a plastic bottle stored in a storage room with no heat or AC in a building.  Over time, the bottles had expanded and condensed which resulted in cracks.  The chemicals spilled thru the cracks.  No one was injured.



Lessons Learned:

· The Center protocol for reporting emergencies should have been followed.  The Center has properly trained individuals to respond to emergencies and provide initial assessment and triage prior to arrival of outside agencies.  In emergency situations, 911 should be called.  In non-emergency situations where there is a need for medical treatment, civil servants and contractor employees can go to the Health Unit for reporting of incidents and assessment. 

· Hazard Communication training must be completed in accordance with the GSFC Hazard Communication Program.

· The Center has a new automated chemical inventory system, MSDSPro.  All chemicals used onsite are required to be input into the system; some of these chemicals were not included in MSDSPro.  One of the corrective measures is to cross reference the database with the chemicals.

· The storage for these chemicals was incompatible.  They were not stored in their proper cabinets.  The cabinet was labeled improperly, for flammables not corrosives, and it contained both.  Storage cabinets/containers must be inspected regularly.  For additional information:  http://www.norva.navy.mil/navosh/chart.htm
· Any chemicals requiring disposal must be disposed of by contacting the Hazardous Waste Office for pickup at x6-9233.
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