RADIATION SAFETY COMMITTEE

Meeting Minutes

June 12, 2001

The Acting Chairman, Pat Hancock, called the Goddard Space Flight Center Radiation Safety Committee (RSC) to order at 1000 hours.   Committee members present were Steve Giebel (RPO), Tad Blanchard (PLX), Derrick Carter (PLX), Dr. Robert Hartman, Steve Brown, Diane Kolos, Tod McVey (HON) and Greg Ellis (WFF) representing Terry Potterton.  Phillip Nessler, Samuel Floyd, Terry Potterton, John Cavanaugh, Jamie Harper, John Allen, and Dr. Jacob Trombka were absent due to other commitments.  

1.
GPG 1860.2, “Laser Radiation Protection” Update:  Pat stated that this document along with GPG 1860.1 is still under review by Code 100.  He is attempting to identify the bottleneck and correct the situation.
(Open)








(Open)

2. Cobalt-60 Irradiator Upgrade:  J.L. Shepherd has submitted all requested documents except an updated proprietary affidavit, since they had added a new document containing proprietary information.  Steve Brown is also working on the estimate of additional shielding required in the exposure room and preparation of the associated documentation, which must accompany the Custom irradiator package.  
(Open)

3.
GPG 1860.1, “Ionizing Radiation Protection” Update:   We have submitted the changed document back through Maureen Barber.  Pat stated that this document is still under review by Code 100.  He is attempting to identify the bottleneck and correct the situation.
(Open)

4.
JL Shepherd Model 81-24Q Cobalt-60 Irradiator Purchase:  Steve Brown stated that J.L. Shepherd should be back on track in the construction of this new unit.  The irradiation room interior will need a large amount of overhaul and will be closed down for about two months.  The main floor will be inspected and repaired as necessary.  Presently we are looking at an August-September time frame for the arrival of the Model 81 unit.  This date may be optimistic since FMD will be working to install all the conduits and electrical connections necessary for installation of this unit.
(Open)

5.  
Broadscope License Comments by NRC Staff:  Comments from the NRC showed that we needed to make a decision on whether to keep the possession limits for unsealed sources and thereby would need to prepare a set of laboratory standards for various quantities and activity levels of unsealed radioactive materials.  It seemed to be the consensus of the Committee that we should pursue keeping the unsealed source possession limits and prepare standard compliance response to the requirements of the NUREG 1556.  Even though unsealed sources haven’t been used previously, to any great extent, future users will have to comply with the mandated NUREG guidelines.  The suspense for a reply to the NRC is June 29, 2001.  Steve Giebel stated that we should be able to meet this deadline.
(Open)

6.
NRC Inspection of Radiation Effects Facility (aka Annual Training of Console Operators):  The required training is being given this week by the Radiation Protection Staff.  As of today, 50% of the operators have been trained.
(Open)

7.
Acceptance Criteria for Suspected Contaminated Lead Bricks:  Steve Brown provided information from the potential supplier of DOE lead bricks.  The Committee still is requiring that a 100% screening and green tagging of the bricks be done prior to shipment to our facility.  Shipping them here as “potentially contaminated” is not an option.  The Radiation Protection Staff is not presently funded for performing a full 100% screening of the bricks either at our facility or at the suppliers facility.  Steve Brown stated that new bricks would cost about $60,000 while used bricks would be supplied for the cost of transportation (~$5,000).  He will check again with DOE supplier to get a cost estimate for them to complete the screening and compare it to the cost for new bricks.  Either way, Steve Brown stated that costs above the estimated $5000-6000 range will push his funding of this component into the next fiscal year.
(Open)

8.
Authorization for Use of Liquid Carbon-14 Bicarbonate at WFF:  The amendment to authorize Tiffany Moisan from WFF to use this liquid radioactive material has been tabled until we can get our license renewal package approved.  She has been informed that she can pursue the use of the material under the University of Maryland at Horn Point until we can get her authorized by our license to use the materials in a van aboard ship and in a lab at WFF.
(Open)  

9.
Committee Review and Ratification:  All approvals granted by the RPO and RSC Chairman were provided to the Committee for review and ratification.   All approvals were considered ratified.
(Closed)

10.
NASA Trace-P Mission/Wallops Flight Facility:  The Committee was made aware that several Principal Investigators who used radioactive materials on the Trace-P Mission at Wallops returned their sources without following written Committee guidelines.  The Project Manager was sent a letter stating that these violations could result in fines of up to $27,500 for each violation of US Department of Transportation regulations.  There were four such violations.  Bob Hartman suggested that the Principal Investigators be sent a copy of the letter that was sent to the Project Manager.
(Closed)

11.  
RPO Information Notice:  Steve Giebel presented a short overview of the latest notice which was sent to source custodians regarding the turn-in of sources (for storage) that have not been used for 5 years and that those sources that are older than 10 years be considered for disposal.  Pat stated that since this is a “baseline” year for disposal of environmentally hazardous materials we should consolidate the largest amount of unused material for a pickup and disposal through the US Army contract.
(Closed)

12.
NASA Occupational Health Program Audit:  The Committee was presented with information concerning the findings of this audit.  One Class 4 laser user had left an exterior doorway open and also had left the key in the laser control panel.  The custodian had been out sick for about a week and someone had left the outer door open.  The Branch head was made aware of the problem and stated that it will be corrected.  The other item found was that the accelerator room in Building 22 lacked several safety warning signs and interlocks as required by the American National Standards Institute standards for this type of facility.  Steve Brown was tasked by letter to prepare a “plan” to get this facility in compliance with the standard.
(Closed)

13.
Management Operations Directorate Contractor Award:  Steve Giebel thanked Pat Hancock who submitted the Radiation Protection Staff to receive this year’s Contractor Award in appreciation of outstanding service.  Only two other contractor teams received awards.  The award plaques were presented to Steve, Tad and Derrick at the annual Code 200 Awards ceremony on June 5, 2001.
(Closed)





The meeting was adjourned at 1130 hours.
