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SECURITY OF LICENSED RADIOACTIVE MATERIALS AT

GODDARD SPACE FLIGHT CENTER

ADDRESSEES:  All GSFC authorized users and custodians of Radioactive Materials (RAM).

PURPOSE:  Incidents at other institutions have raised issues involving the safety of radioactive materials.  This information notice is being provided to remind users of licensed by-product material of their responsibilities for ensuring security of RAM in their possession.  It is expected that users and custodians will review this information for applicability to their research activities, distribute the notice to radiation workers and consider actions, if appropriate, to enhance security.

DISCUSSION:  The security of RAM continues to be a matter of concern to Radiation Safety Officers at academic institutions and research facilities.  In contrast to the controlled worker environment of private and military research laboratories with their sophisticated access-control and monitoring procedures,  (i.e., sign-in logs, visitor escort, security police, etc), buildings at our facility are open and accessible during the day to administrative personnel, students, and the general public.  This fact places the full responsibility for security of authorized radioactive materials at GSFC squarely on the shoulders of authorized users.  Security violations are common at facilities similar to ours.  In fact, some have been cited by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission for violations involving unlocked storage cabinets and sources left unattended on laboratory benches.  Authorized users must secure from unauthorized removal or access licensed materials that are stored in controlled or unrestricted areas.  Users also shall control and maintain constant surveillance of licensed material that is in a controlled or unrestricted area and that is not in storage.

An acceptable method for security of RAM has been to store them in lockable metal boxes or cabinets, however small lockable boxes must be secured from removal from the place of storage.  All doors leading to the laboratories or areas where authorized radioactive materials are located must be secured (locked) when the lab or area is unattended.  If a cabinet is being used that is not equipped with a lock, the source custodian must prepare a GSFC Form 24-26, Security Work Request stating that they require a lock and who will be responsible for the key.  (The form should be available through your Branch Office).  Secure the material in a locked cabinet until the permanent storage location can be secured.

It must be emphasized that the security of licensed RAM and work areas is the responsibility of the user.  Security violations are generally interpreted as a failure on the part of the authorized user to properly understand and implement security requirements or as a failure to train and monitor workers under their supervision.

The RPO or other assigned staff may conduct unannounced checks.  Warnings will be issued.  Repeat violations may require suspension of a source use authorization.

If you have any questions about this matter, please call the RPO Office at 301-286-8482.

Steve Giebel

GSFC Radiation Protection Officer
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