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GODDARD SPACE FLIGHT CENTER


Health Physics Office/Code 205.9


RPO INFORMATION NOTICE 99-03

WEAR AND CARE OF RADIATION DOSIMETERS ISSUED AT


GODDARD SPACE FLIGHT CENTER

ADDRESSEES:
All GSFC authorized users and custodians of Radioactive Materials (RAM) and users of xray producing equipment requiring use of radiation dosimetry devices.

PURPOSE:
This information notice is being provided to users of licensed by-product material and other xray generating devices.  It is being distributed to inform them of their responsibilities pertaining to the issue, wear and care of personal radiation dosimeters (Thermoluminescent Dosimeters-TLDs).  It is expected that users and custodians will review this information for applicability to their research activities, distribute the notice to radiation workers and consider actions, if appropriate, to ensure compliance with GSFC Policy and US Nuclear Regulatory Commission regulations.

DISCUSSION:
TLDs are issued to GSFC users of licensed radioactive materials and certain users of xray generating devices.  In accordance with 10 CFR 20.1502, these dosimeters must be provided to persons who are likely to receive 500 millirem of radiation exposure in one year.  GSFC Handbook 1860.1B, Para 3.1.2.1 (which is incorporated into our NRC License) states:

"Dosimeters shall be worn on the front of the body, between the waist and the neck.

Personnel leaving radiation control areas shall 

leave their dosimeters on the rack 

designated by the Radiation Protection Officer".

This means that if an individual is required to perform duties at another licensed facility where radioactive materials are used, they MUST NOT take their GSFC dosimeter with them.  The other facility should provide monitoring based on the 10 CFR 20 guidelines. The Radiation Protection Officer and Radiation Safety Committee may authorize an exception to this rule if GSFC sources are used pursuant to our NRC license or if other special circumstances exist.

Less than 10 percent of the TLDs issued to GSFC personnel are required by 10 CFR 20 since the doses to personnel at our facility are kept As Low As Reasonably Achievable (ALARA) and well below the occupational exposure limit of 5 REM per year.  

If you have any questions about this matter, please call the RPO Office at 301-286-8482.

Steve Giebel 
                12/28/99

GSFC Radiation Protection Officer
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