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The health and safety of the workforce is vitally important to me, and I want to inform you of a health assessment we are about to conduct as a result of concerns voiced by employees who reside in the Building 7/10//15/29 complex.  Some employees within the facility perceive an elevated incidence of cancer within the complex.  Due to employee concerns, further analysis of the buildings and a look at the population will help us determine whether there is sufficient information to make a correlation to a greater than normal cancer rate within the complex.  We've asked our Medical Director, Dr. Terrence Bidnick, who has directed these kinds of assessments in the past, to conduct an internal health risk assessment using guidelines put out by the Centers for Disease Control.





The assessment will involve gathering medical information on people who currently reside in that complex, as well as those who may have worked there in years past.  We will be coordinating efforts with the contract program managers, and ask for assistance from contract personnel.  The initial goal of the health assessment is to determine whether there is a higher rate of illness than would be considered typical of our population and the region in which we live.  Depending on the results of this assessment, a followup study may be called for, but we are not at that point. 


�To lay out the plan for the risk assessment, and answer any questions you may have on this process, we have scheduled an employee information session on January 21, 2003, at 2:00 p.m. in the Building 8 Auditorium.  Employees from Buildings 7/10/15/29 are likely to have the most interest in this meeting, but anyone is welcome to attend.  Dr. Bidnick will discuss the plan, provide information on the types of data he needs and other aspects of the assessment, as well as answer your questions.��
Let me stress that all of the considerable historical building and process safety assessment information including routine industrial hygiene air monitoring, facility hazard inspections, employee medical surveillance, and the recently completed activity adjacency study, indicates that the complex is safe.  





I know you will all support Dr. Bidnick and his staff in this study.  You will be kept fully informed of all outcomes every step of the way. 











A. V. Diaz


Director  
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