

NASA - GODDARD SPACE FLIGHT CENTER

Radiation Protection Office/Code 250.9

RPO INFORMATION NOTICE 04-02

WASTE MANAGEMENT FOR RADIOACTIVE SOURCES 

UNDER NRC LICENSE 19-05748-02

ADDRESSEES:

All GSFC authorized users and custodians of radioactive materials

PURPOSE:

This RPO Notice is intended to provide guidelines on the useful life span and disposal of radioactive materials managed under NRC Broadscope (Type A) License 19-05748-02.  Users and custodians of NRC licensed radioactive materials are expected to review this information and ensure that provisions are in place to maintain a safe and reliable inventory of radioactive material for use under this license.

DISCUSSION:

All GSFC custodians and users of radioactive materials shall review their entire inventory of radioactive sources under this license using the following criteria.  

· All plated sources that have not been used for five or more years shall be evaluated for continued use or replacement and disposal by the Radiation Protection Program staff.    

· All sealed sources greater than ten years old shall be evaluated for continued use or replacement and disposal by the Radiation Protection Program staff.    

Radioactive source manufacturers recommend a limited useful working life span for plated and sealed sources. Check your Source Data Sheet (supplied by the manufacturer) for specific information. Sources that have not been used in two or more years should be returned to storage in the Radiation Protection Program office to increase accountability and efficiency of monitoring activities. Sources may physically deteriorate after their useful working life span increasing the likelihood of equipment, area and personnel contamination.  Any sources that exhibit physical deterioration will need to be replaced and disposed of as radiological waste.  Note that sources exceeding the useful working life span whose physical integrity has not been compromised and are not showing indications of leakage may continue to be used as determined by the Custodian and approved by the Radiation Safety Committee.

Reminder: all radioactive materials transported between GSFC buildings must be done by the Radiation Protection Program staff.

Please feel free to contact the Radiation Protection Program staff at (301) 286-8482 if you have any questions regarding this information notice or any other matter pertaining to radiation safety.
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