                                                                                                                                                                 


NASA - GODDARD SPACE FLIGHT CENTER

Health Physics Office/Code 205.9

RPO INFORMATION NOTICE 2002-2

Transportation of Radioactive Materials

ADDRESSEES:

All GSFC authorized users and custodians of radioactive materials

PURPOSE:

To remind users and custodians to have all shipments of radioactive materials, regardless of the amount, sent through the Radiation Safety Office (RSO).

DISCUSSION:

A recent incident involving the receipt of accelerator produced radioactive materials prompts this reminder. Non-radioactive parts had been shipped from GSFC to an accelerator for exposure to their proton beam. A commercial carrier returned the potentially radioactive parts to the researchers desk with no notification to the Radiation Safety Office. Accelerator produced radioactive materials typically have a very short half-life and usually constitute little, if any, danger to the research community. However, users and custodians of radioactive material at GSFC are reminded that Health Physics staff notification and Radiation Safety Committee approval is required prior to any shipment, receipt, disposal, requisition, purchase, transfer, relocation, use or modification of any radioactive source material.  Each person who is involved in work with radioactive source material is expected to show responsibility and accountability through a knowledgeable, disciplined and cautious attitude toward radiation and radioactive material.  

Please feel free to contact the Health Physics staff at (301) 286-8482 if you have any questions regarding this information notice or any other matter pertaining to radiation protection.

Ted Simmons

GSFC Radiation Protection Officer
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