Radiation Safety Committee

Second Quarter Meeting Minutes

June 18, 2003

The Chairman, Dr. Robert Hartman (Code 661) called the Goddard Space Flight Center’s Radiation Safety Committee (RSC) meeting to order at 10:10 hours.  Committee members present included, Steve Brown (Code 561.4), Gail Regan (Code 400), Will Conn (Code 500), Tod McVey (HTSI), Jamie Harper (Code 302), and Ted Simmons (RSO/OHI).





Steve Brown

561

Discussion of Old Business

1. New Model 672 Irradiator installation in the REF Ted Simmons and Steve Brown reported on their visit to J.L. Shepherd to inspect the Model 81 full load test prior to shipment to GSFC. This also served as an indicator of items that may need modifying on the Custom Model 672. They identified an area of weakness in the emergency shutter design. While adequate for the Model 81 will need to be redesigned for the Model 672. J.L. Shepherd has agreed to make a modification. Discussed the QA/QC Program in light of a change made in Code 300 personnel. Will need to insure the new person in charge is brought up to speed on the needs of the program. The Committee discussed the need for a visit to J.L. Shepherd for a full load test on the Model 672. It was recommended by the RSC that the REF Manager and the RPO should make such an inspection. Steve Brown reported that Ralph Jacobs, a consultant from Bartlett, working with J.L. Shepherd on the Model 672 also thought it a good idea for this inspection. The Radiation Protection Office has received the new drawings requested form J.L. Shepherd & Associates for the Model 672. This will allows us to complete the review of the application and send it to the US NRC for approval. Open.
 
2. US NRC Inspection of the Broad Scope and Irradiator Licenses: the inspection was conducted on December 18 and 19, 2002. The RPO discussed the results and unofficial findings and advised he had responded to all six potential violations within two weeks of the out briefing. The RSC members discussed several of the potential violations and concerns expressed by the US NRC during their inspection. Pat Hancock said the Financial Assurance letter had been prepared and sent for proper signatures. Steve Brown said the REF alarm system problem has a work request that has been submitted to FMD for the required changes. Several members asked if the official report from the US NRC had been received. The RPO indicated it had not been at the time of the meeting. The RPO reported the US NRC had conducted another inspection on May 27-28 and requested additional documents regarding the inspection conducted at the end of 2002. This documentation has been forwarded to the US NRC Region 1 Office in King of Prussia, PA. The US NRC inspector had indicated the need to fix the minor leaking condition in the Zinc Bromide shielding window prior to the installation of the Model 672 irradiator. Steve Brown discussed the options for fixing the window. He reported Hot Cells, Inc. will be submitting a bid to replace the existing window with a leaded glass window as one option. Also discussed the option of removing the window and filling the hole with block and using CCD cameras. Open. 
3. New Model 81 Irradiator installation in the REF: The inspection of the full load test at J.L. Shepherd was productive. (See item #1) Several areas were identified as needing correction when building the Model 672. The Committee reviewed and discussed the proposed plan for the Model 81 installation. Items discussed were the expected delivery date of April 21, the FOM communications memo to be sent and the need for additional security during the installation.  The Model 81 has been successfully installed in the Building 22, Radiation Effects Facility. The installation went without any problems and has been accepted and is now owned by NASA-GSFC. Operating procedures have been finalized and will be sent to the RPO for approval. Closed. 
4. Medical form for ionizing radiation workers at GSFC. This form was presented to the Committee for review and discussion. The form would allow for the standardization of medical information regarding radiation physical requirements for contractors and civil servants. Pat Hancock indicated he would need to review with the procurement office regarding existing contracts and this new requirement. Pat Hancock was not able to attend and the item was deferred until the next meeting. Open.

5. Solar Simulator (UV hazard) used without RSC approval. The RPO informed the RSC of the lack of a Safety Plan being submitted by Code 410 regarding the use of a solar simulator at GSFC. Repeated attempts to obtain this document have been unsuccessful. The testing and operation of this equipment was done without the RSC approval. The RSC recommended the problem be escalated to the Safety Management Council (SMC) for action. Pat Hancock, the RSC member on the SMC, will follow up and present this incident at the next SMC meeting. Pat Hancock was not able to attend and Gail Regan requested the RPO send her all information available regarding this problem. She indicated she would make it a priority to get a response from Code 400. Open.

Discussion of New Business

1. Committee Review and Ratification of all requests for use of ionizing and non-ionizing sources of radiation in this quarter. The Committee members reviewed and approved all requests from the second quarter. Closed.

2. The need for a separate Laser Safety Committee. The RPO discussed the need for a separate committee for the laser approvals. The non-ionizing program has become as large as the ionizing program and requires a Committee of it’s own to review and approve the actions requested by the GSFC laser custodians and users. The Committee agreed that a new sub-committee for lasers should be established. Open.
3. Mercury Laser Altimeter lessons learned. The RPO discussed the MLA laser operations and the problems encountered. The project had reached the point of placing the laser system into a vacuum chamber without receiving RSC approval. The RPO had worked closely with the project laser custodian and felt they understood all the requirements and deadlines. Last minute approvals were obtained and the project continued on schedule. The MLA project manager pointed out the need for formal policy guides regarding the safe use of lasers at GSFC. He felt this contributed to the misunderstandings experienced by the project team members. Closed. 
4. Discussion of the leaking zinc-bromide window at the REF and the current status of the Hazard Abatement Plan. This item was addressed during the discussions regarding the US NRC inspection of the Model 81 irradiator. See item number 2 above. Closed.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:50.

Ted Simmons

Radiation Protection Officer

Radiation Safety Committee Approvals

April 2003-Present

	Docket 
Number
	GSFC 
Form
	Code
	Remarks
	Custodian

	03-0034
	23-6LU
	564
	
	M. Smith

	03-0035
	23-35LU
	564
	
	D. Sheppard

	03-0036
	23-35LU
	561.4
	
	S. Brown

	03-0037
	23-6ID
	691
	X-ray Generator
	S.Floyd

	03-0038
	23-28ID
	691
	X-ray Generator
	S. Floyd

	03-0039
	23-28L
	554
	Agilent Tech laser
	E. Wilson

	03-0040
	23-28L
	561.4
	Align Accelerator Tube
	S. Brown

	03-0041
	23-28L
	912
	Spectra-Physics laser
	T. Berkoff

	03-0042
	23-28L
	912
	Spectra-Physics laser
	T. Berkoff

	03-0043
	23-28L
	912
	Spectra-Physics laser
	T. Berkoff

	03-0044
	23-28L
	912
	Spectra-Physics laser
	T. Berkoff

	03-0045
	23-28L
	912
	Spectra-Physics laser
	T. Berkoff

	03-0046
	23-28L
	912
	Spectra-Physics laser
	T. Berkoff

	03-0047
	23-28L
	912
	Spectra-Physics laser
	T. Berkoff

	03-0048
	23-28L
	912
	Spectra-Physics laser
	T. Berkoff

	03-0049
	23-28L
	912
	Big Sky laser
	G. Schwemmer

	03-0050
	23-6I
	691
	Mars Odyssey
	R. Starr

	03-0051
	23-28I
	691
	Mars Odyssey
	R. Starr

	03-0052
	23-28L
	551
	Hughes laser
	K. Redman

	03-0053
	23-28L
	551
	Siemens laser
	K. Redman

	03-0054
	23-28L
	551
	Siemens laser
	K. Redman

	03-0055
	23-28L
	551
	Uniphase laser
	K. Redman

	03-0056
	23-28L
	551
	Spectra-Physics laser
	K. Redman

	03-0057
	23-28L
	551
	Melles-Griot laser
	K. Redman

	03-0058
	23-28L
	551
	Melles-Griot laser
	K. Redman

	03-0059
	23-28L
	551
	Melles-Griot laser
	K. Redman

	03-0060
	23-28L
	551
	Uniphase laser
	K. Redman
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	03-0061
	23-28L
	551
	Melles-Griot laser
	K. Redman

	03-0062
	23-28L
	551
	Newpark Corporation
	K. Redman

	03-0063
	23-28L
	551
	Melles-Griot laser
	K. Redman

	03-0064
	23-28L
	551
	Melles-Griot laser
	K. Redman

	03-0065
	23-28L
	551
	Lasermax Laser
	K. Redman

	03-0066
	23-28L
	551
	Melles-Griot laser
	K. Redman

	03-0067
	23-35LU
	554
	
	M. Krainak

	03-0068
	23-6L
	554
	ATP Project
	M. Krainak

	03-0069
	23-6L
	554
	Fabry-Porot
	E.Wilson

	03-0070
	23-6I
	691
	MOVE OF LOCKER
	D. Thompson

	03-0071
	23-28ID
	662
	XRS X-Ray Cal
	G. Brown

	03-0072
	23-28ID
	662
	XRS X-Ray Cal
	G. Brown

	03-0073
	23-28L
	912
	LifeCycles Laser
	V. Scott

	03-0074
	23-28L
	912
	Crystal Laser
	V. Scott

	03-0075
	23-28L
	912
	Coherent Laser
	V. Scott

	03-0076
	23-28L
	912
	Crystal Laser 
	V. Scott

	03-0077
	23-28L
	912
	Crystal Laser
	V. Scott

	03-0078
	23-28L
	912
	Crystal Laser
	V. Scott

	03-0079
	23-28L
	912
	Coherent Laser
	V. Scott

	03-0080
	23-35IP
	662
	SSAI
	V. Ponce

	03-0081
	23-28L
	912
	Spectra-Physics Laser
	T. Berkoff

	03-0082
	23-28L
	912
	Spectra-Physics Laser
	T. Berkoff

	03-0083
	23-28L
	912
	Spectra-Physics Laser
	T. Berkoff

	03-0084
	23-28L
	912
	Spectra-Physics Laser
	T. Berkoff

	03-0085
	23-28L
	912
	Spectra-Physics Laser
	T. Berkoff

	03-0086
	23-28L
	912
	Spectra-Physics Laser
	T. Berkoff

	03-0087
	23-28L
	912
	Spectra-Physics Laser
	T. Berkoff

	03-0088
	23-28L
	912
	Spectra-Physics Laser
	T. Berkoff

	03-0089
	23-28L
	912
	Spectra- Physics Laser
	V. Scott

	03-0090
	23-28L
	912
	LiteCycles Laser
	M. McGill
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	03-0091
	23-28L
	912
	Uniphase
	B. Gentry

	03-0092
	23-28L
	912
	Liconix Laser
	B. Gentry

	03-0093
	23-28L
	912
	Crystal Laser
	B.Gentry

	03-0094
	23-28L
	912
	Lightwave Laser
	B. Gentry

	03-0095
	23-28L
	912
	Continuum Laser
	B. Gentry

	03-0096
	23-28L
	912
	Cutting Edge Laser
	G.Schwemmer

	03-0097
	23-28L
	912
	Amoco Laser
	G.Schwemmer

	03-0098
	23-28L
	912
	Crystal Laser
	G.Schwemmer

	03-0099
	23-28L
	912
	Cutting Edge Laser
	G.Schwemmer

	03-0100
	23-28L
	912
	Big Sky Laser
	G. Schwemmer

	03-0101
	23-6I
	691
	Messenger
	R. Starr

	03-0102
	23-35LU
	540.5
	
	K. Redman

	03-0103
	23-35LU
	540.5
	
	C. Aviado

	03-0104
	23-35LU
	551
	
	D. Colella

	03-0105
	23-35LU
	540.5
	
	J. Gill

	03-0106
	23-35LU
	540.5
	
	J. McMann

	03-0107
	23-35LU
	540.5
	
	D. Osgood

	03-0108
	23-35LU
	33
	
	P. Petrone III

	03-0109
	23-35LU
	540.5
	
	V. Roberts

	03-0110
	23-35LU
	540.5
	
	L. Worrell

	03-0111
	23-35LU
	912
	
	M. Savyasachee

	03-0112
	23-35LU
	912
	
	P. Cottle

	03-0113
	23-35LU
	912
	
	H. Chen

	03-0114
	23-28L
	920
	JDS Uniphase Laser
	M. Lancaster

	03-0115
	23-28L
	920
	Melles Griot Laser
	M.Lancaster

	03-0116
	23-35LU
	540
	
	L. Bailey

	03-0117
	23-35LU
	540.5
	
	N.Stergiou

	03-0118
	23-35LU
	540.5
	
	J. Jett

	03-0119
	23-35LU
	912
	
	D.Miller

	03-0120
	23-35LU
	912
	
	T.Berkoff
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	03-0121
	23-35LU
	912
	
	B.Demoz

	03-0122
	23-35LU
	912
	
	R.Lancaster

	03-0123
	23-6I
	661
	SWIFT BAT 
	A.Parsons

	03-0124
	23-6I
	661
	SWIFT/BAT
	A.Parsons

	03-0125
	23-6L
	540
	MLA LASER
	A.Bartels

	03-0126
	23-35IP
	661
	USRA
	N.Saudraix

	03-0127
	23-28L
	303
	MLA LASER
	K. Corsi


